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CT differentiation of hypervascular nodules in pancreatic tail

[ Abstract] Objective: To explore the value of CT for differentiation of hypervascular nodules in
the pancreatic tail. Methods: The clinical and imaging data of 28 patients with 35 hypervascular nodules
in the pancreatic tail were retrospectively analyzed.22 cases were confirmed by surgery and pathology,
and the remaining 6 were confirmed by follow-up imaging.35 hypervascular nodules included 20 neuro-
endocrine tumors,7 intrapancreatic accessory spleen,7 metastasis from renal clear cell carcinoma,and
1 chronic inflammation. Results: For neuroendocrine tumors, 2 patients had MEN-1 syndrome, 8 nod-
ules had cystic degeneration and/or calcification,and 16 nodules had enhancement pattern inconsistent
with spleen on dynamic images. Intrapancreatic accessory spleen all was solitary and uniform density
on plain scan.6 cases showed enhancement characteristics consistent with spleen at dynamic contrast-
enhanced CT ;4 cases had blood supply from spleen artery branch.metastasis from renal clear cell car-
cinoma showed cystic degeneration or calcification (6/7) and increased enhancement compared to
spleen (7/7).1 case of chronic inflammation showed irregular shape,increased enhancement compared
to spleen,dilated small vessels within the nodule and at periphery.Conclusion:CT is helpful for differ-
entiation of hypervascular nodules in the pancreatic tail.
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