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Research on web-based learning behavior of medical imaging doctors in China LI Zhen-hui, PAN Jun-ping. YANG Min, et
al. Department of Radiology,the Third Hospital of Kunming Medical University,Cancer Hospital of Yunnan Province, Kun-
ming 650118, P. R. Chinia

[ Abstract] Objective: To investigate the situation of web-based learning behaviors of radiologists in China. Methods: A
structured questionnaire containing 22 questions was developed and disseminated via WeChat (the most popular social media
app in mainland China) and web-link. Results: In total, 4217 questionnaires were collected from the survey.among which
there were 4082 valid questionnaires. Participants were imaging doctors in China, mainly from Guangdong, Yunnan, Henan,
Shandong . Zhejiang,and Sichuan Provinces. The results showed that more than half of the participants were aged below 40,
possessed a bachelors degree, and worked for second- and third-rank hospitals. About 60% of the participants take 1~7
hours per week on-line to view the information and learn the knowledge that related to their professions and find solutions
for problems in clinical practices. They especially like to learn radiologic knowledge by sharing and discussing clinical cases.
However,it was reported that the dispersed resources,immature searching systems, lack of professional platforms,as well
as lack of adequate knowledge and sophisticated expertise caused significant barriers for these doctors to learn effectively
through web-based method. Compared with the traditional learning channels, most imaging doctors agreed that they benefi-
ted more from the web-based learning. It was supposed that smart mobile phones would be more widely used in the future to
access online resources such as browsing specific WeChat Public Accounts. Conclusion: As information technology develops
rapidly, web-based learning platforms will attract an increasing number of imaging doctors. It is important to identify and
analyze current barriers, which are common challenges faced by other on-line learning platforms,including accessibility, au-
thority,and regulations,so that such web-based learning platforms can be further improved.
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