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The X-ray and MRI manifestations of joint tuberculosis of the limbs YUAN Wei-jun, LUO Shi-bing, WANG Hui-ming. CT
&. MRI Room, the Fourth Affiliated Hospital of Shihezi University School (the First Division Hospital of the Xinjiang Pro-
duction and Construction Corps) , Xinjiang 843000, P. R. China

[ Abstract] Objective: To analyze the X-ray features of joint tuberculosis of the limbs,in order to improve the diagnos-
tic level in early joint tuberculosis of the limbs. Methods: The X-ray appearances of 17 cases of joint tuberculosis of the limbs
diagnosed by MRI and confirmed by operation and pathology in our hospital from March 2003 to June 2013 were analyzed
retrospectively. The X-ray findings were summarized. Results: Of the 17 cases of joint tuberculosis,one joint was involved in
12 cases,and two or more joints were involved in 5 cases. 6 cases had significant changes on X-ray,which appeared as dis-
tension of the joint capsule,fat pad reduction and compression around the joint capsule and unclear boundaries of soft tissue
around the joint. Changes on X-ray were found according to the MRI features, which appeared as rough cortical bone, slight-
ly increased bone densiy under cortical bone and reduced bone density. Signs of trabecular discontinuity was not found. No
obvious changes on X-ray were found in 2 cases. Conclusion: Analyzing and summarizing X-ray findings of limbs synovial tu-
berculosis is useful for early diagnosis of the limbs synovial tuberculosis.
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