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Radiographic and CT findings of patients with pulmonary mycobacterium abscessus infection ZHENG Fei-qun, LIU Hou-
ming, LI Wei,et al. Department of Radiology,the Third People Hospital of Shenzhen,Guangdong 518000, P. R. China

[Abstract] Objective: To investigate the radiographic and computed tomographic (CT) findings of patients with pul-
monary mycobacterium abscessus infection. Methods: Between January 2009 and December 2010, the radiographic and thin
section chest CT images and histopathologic lung tissue specimens from 18 patients with pulmonary infection caused by my-
cobacterium abscessus were restrospectively reviewed. Results: The radiographic findings were reticulonodular opacities
(89% ,16/18) ,cavity (44% .8/18) slobar volume loss (44 % ,8/18) , consolidation (22% ,4/18) and bronchiectasis (44% ,
8/18). Thin section CT findings were bronchiectasis (12/18,66. 7 %) ,nodules less than 10mm (17/18,94. 4 %) ,tree in bud
sign (15/18.83. 3%) ,nodules larger than 10mm (13/18.72.2%) ,lobular consolidation (6/18,33. 3%) ,segmental and sub-
segmental consolidation (9/18,50%) , cavity (9/18,50%) , cylindric bronchiectasis (9/18,50%) , cystic bronchiectasis (5/
18,27.8%) ,varicose bronchiectasis (3/18,16. 7%) and volume loss (7/18,38. 9%). Conclusion: The main radiologic and

CT manifestations of mycobacterium abscessus lung infection are bilateral small nodular opacities, bronchiectasis,and cavity

formation.
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