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Atypical appearances and differential diagnosis of small hepatocellular carcinoma in spiral CT WEI Ju-lin, QIN Zhi-long. De-
partment of Radiology,the People's Hospital of Liucheng, Guangxi 545200, P. R. China

[Abstract] Objective: To investigate the atypical appearances of small hepatocellular carcinoma (SHCC) in spiral CT
scan. Methods: The atypical CT signs in 22 cases (24 lesions) of pathologically confirmed SHCC were analyzed. Results: 24
atypical lesions were found in the 22 patients. Ten of the 24 lesions were found markedly enhanced in the arterial phase
(AP) ,isodense or slight hyperdense in the portal venous phase (PVP) and delayed phase (DP) or with central spot-like
enhancement. Two lessions were found isodense in AP and PVP, hypodense in DP. Seven lesions were hypodense in AP,
PVP and DP. Five lesions showed ring-like or point-like enhanced margin in the AP and continued enhancement in the PVP
and DP. Conclusion: Atypical appearances are present in spiral CT scan in SHCC. The pattern of blood supply and the char-

acters of histopathology are likely the causes of those findings.
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