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Diagnostic Value of LAVA Combined with MRCP in Extrahepatic Cholangiocarcinoma

[Abstract] Objective: To study the MR manifestations of cholangiocarcinoma and to explore the clinical value in the
diagnosis of extrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma combined LAV A with MRCP. Methods: MR data of 15 patients with extrahe-
patic cholangiocarcinoma proved surgically and pathologically were retrospectively analysed. Results: Of 15 patients with ex-
trahepatic cholangiocarcinoma, 7 cases involved proximal area, 6 cases involved distal, and the other 2 involved both the
proximal and distal area. On MRI, hilar mass and thickened bile duct were shown except in 2 cases. LAVA showed slight
enhancement of the lesion in arterial phase,obvious enhancement in portal venous and delayed phase. In other 2 cases show-
ing no abnormal changes on conventional MRI,LAVA revealed eccentrical thickening of the bile duct with enhancement. On
MRCP, the dilation of bile duct and stenosis, interruption, cutting and filling defect in bile duct were shown. There were 3
cases with intrahepatic metastases, 4 cases with lymphadenopathy in hepatic portal and retroperitoneal areas. Conclusion:

MRI is an effective method in depicting extrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma, MRCP combined with LAV A can significantly im-

prove the diagnostic accuracy of extrahepatic cholangiocarcinoma,and may illustrate its stage.
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