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Imaging Findings of AIDS Complicated with Pulmonary Rhodococcus Equi Infection and Correlated with Pathology LI Hong-
jun, MENG Zhi-hao, HUANG Kui,et al. Department of Diagnostic Radiology and the 4th Department of Hepatology, Affili-
ated Beijing You'an Hospital of Capital Medical University, Beijing 100069, P. R. China

[Abstract] Objective: To investigate the imaging findings and pathology of AIDS complicated with pulmonary Rhodo-
coccus equi infection. Methods: The imaging and pathology findings of 13 cases having AIDS complicated with pulmonary
Rhodococcus equi infection was retrospectively analyzed. 10 cases had chest CT scanning and 13 cases had chest radiography.
All of the cases were proved by bacterial culture,of these,biopsy obtained by CT-guided pulmonary puncture and bronchial
biopsy was undertaken in 1 case each. Results: Of the 13 cases having AIDS complicated with pulmonary Rhodococcus equi
infection, the imaging features included central type ball-like high density opacity in unilateral pulmonary hilar areas (n=9,
70%) ,complicated with cavity and air-fluid level (n=10,77 %) , pleural effusion (n=3,23%). Lesions located at inner zone
of lung (n=10,77%) peripheral zone (n=1,7%). The pathology findings included intra-alveolar hemorrhage,lymphocyte
infiltration and granulation tissue proliferation, which were in line with the pathology process of necrotic pneumonia. After 8
month-following-up of anti-rhodococcus equi therapy,obvious absorption of lesions were showed in all 13 cases,9 cases had
shrunken of pulmonary cavities. 1 case deseased, 1 case loss of following-up,1 case showed complete absorbtion of lesion and
1 case hadn't received re-examination. Conclusions; Certain imaging findings such as central type ball-like high density lesion
within unilateral pulmonary hilar area, parenchymal consolidation, secondary cavities, pulmonary ground glass opacities,
small nodules and tree-in-buds sign could be the characteristic features of AIDS complicated with pulmonary Rhodococcus
Equi infection, yet they are still being non-specific.
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