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[ Abstract] Objective: To study the magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) manifestations in patients with subacute com-
bined degeneration(SCD) of the spinal cord and its value for diagnosis was evaluated. Methods: 21 patients who were clini-
cally suspected to have SCD underwent cervical and/or thoracic spinal MRI study, including sagittal T, WI and T, WI and
axial T;-weighted sequences. Eight of the patients had iv gadopentetate dimeglumine (Gd-DTPA) administration for en-
hancement. Results: All patients had increased T,-weighted signal intensity in the dorsal and/or lateral columns of the cervi-
cal and/or thoracic spinal cord. No evidence of enhancement after Gd-DTPA administration. In 10 patients who had im-
proved clinical symptoms after vitamin B;, treatment demonstrated definitely reduction or disappearance of the high signal

intensity lesion in the spinal cord on T, WI in the follow-up MRI at 6 to 12 months respectively. Conclusion: MRI is helpful

in the diagnosis and treatment surveillance of SCD.
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