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Sarcomatoid renal cell carcinoma:a correlation of spiral CT appearance with surgical-pathological findings

[Abstract] Objective: To study the spiral CT appearances and pathologic findings of sarcomatoid renal cell carcinoma
(SRCC) to improve its diagnostic accuracy. Methods: The spiral CT appearances and corresponding surgical-pathological
findings in 6 patients with primary SRCC were retrospectively analyzed. Results: All cases presented with a solitary renal
mass (4 cases on the right. 2 cases on the left). The tumors manifested as lobulated soft tissue mass of uneven density with
poorly defined margins and intratumoral necrosis on plain scans,with similar or slight higher density compared to the nor-
mal parenchyma of kidney. All of them showed slight enhancement with heterogeneous density. Perirenal fat invasion was
seen in 6 cases,invasion of renal vein or/and inferior vena cava in 4 cases,lymph nodes metastases 3 cases, distant metasta-
ses 2 cases. 2 recurrent tumors were found in 3 monthes after operation,4 cases died of recurrence or/a nd distant metasta-
ses in half a year. Conclusion; SRCC is a rare renal cell carcinoma with lobulated soft tissue mass of uneven density and poor-

ly defined margins, which has higher malignant behavior and unfavorable prognosis. CT scanning is a reliable and accurate

examination for detecting the SRCC and evaluating the prognosis. Fine -needle aspiration before operation can establish the

pathologic diagnosis.
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