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Mediastinal lesion: transthoracic needle biopsy with CT guidance ZHUANG Yi#ping, ZHANG Jin, KANG Zheng, et al. Cancer
Institute Hospital of Jiangsu, Nanjing 210009, P. R. China

[ Abstractl Objective: To evaluate the efficacy of CT-guiding percutaneous transthoracic needle biopsy for mediastinal le-
sion. Methods: CT- guided percutaneous biopsy of mediastinal lesions was performed in 74 cases with a 18 gauge Chiba or Trucut
needle. Pathological examinations were done in all cases, and immunohistochemical cytologic methods were used in 8 cases. Re-
sults: WThe location of lesions: in anterior mediastinum(n= 62), in middle mediast inum( n= 8) , in posterior mediastinum( n= 4).
@Pathological diagnosis w as established in 63 cases, induding thymoma (n= 16), lymphoma (n= 12), metastases ( n= 13) , ade-
nocacinoma( n= 7 ), squamous carcinoma (n= 4) , small cell carcinoma(n= 2) , teratoma( n= 5), germ cell tumor(n= 5) , endoder
mal sinus tumor ( n= 2), neurofibroma (n= 1) , malignant neurilemmoma(n= 1) , ganglioneuroma ( n= 1), small round cell tumor
(n= 3) , anaplastic histocyte (n= 3), tuberculesis (n= 1) . @Uncertain diagnosis by pathology in 11 cases included clinically su-
pected lymphoma (n= 4) and tuberculosis (n= 1); 1 thymoma, 1 lipoma, 1 hemangicsarcoma and 1 fibrosarcoma was confirmed
by surgical and pathological findings respectively, and 2 cases lost in follow-up. @The diagnostic accuracy of percutaneous biopsy
was 85. 1%, and the false negative rate was 14.9% . BT'he complications included mild pneumothorax (n= 4), bloody sputum ( n
= 3),and mediastinal hematoma (n= 1) . Condusion: Transthoracic needle biopsy of mediastinal lesion with CT guidance is a safe
and valuable diagnostic procedure.
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