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The MRI diagnosis o brain stem gliomas in children Jin Biao, Gao Yu, Feng Yun, et al. Department of Radblogy, affiliated Xin-
Hua Hospital of Shanghai Second Medical Universiy, Shanghai 200092

[ Abstracl  Objective: To analyse MRI features of brain stem gliomas in children. Methods: Twelve patierts of surgically proved
brain stem gliomas were analyzed. Results: Three important MRI features of brain stem gliomas were found: Denlargement of brain stem
contour. Using different sequences and planes the precise tumor location could be obtained. Sagittal scan could well display the early stage
of brain stem glioma, the tectal glioma and cervicomedullary junction glioma. @there was hypoitensity or hypo-isoirtensity on T{WI and
hyperintensity on ToW1. There were three types of enhancement after Gd-DTPA administration: diffuse, nodular and ringlike, except no ex
hancement in minoriy of patients. @hydocephalus was uncommon in brain stem glioma, except those involving the tectal plate and com-
pressing the midbrain aqueduct. Conclusions: MRI is the method of choice for diagnosing brain stem glioma i children.
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