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A new method for setting up animal model of portal hypertension Qian Jun, Feng Gansheng, Liang
Huimin, et al. Department of Radiology, Xiehe Hospital of Tongji Medical University, Wuhan 430022
Purpose: To explore a new, rapid and effective way to establish a portal hypertension and liver cirrho-
sis animal model. Materials and methods: By using prospective investigating method, various dilute sus-
pensions of Bletilla striata were intravenously injected to embolise peripheral portal vein for increasing portal
vein pressure in 15 rabbits. 3 ~ 4 weeks and 6 ~ 7 weeks after operation, portal vein pressure was deter-
mined again; liver tissue biopsy and microscopy were examined; vascular casting was made. Results: Portal
vein pressure increased by 40% after intravenously administration of 0.4% Bletilla striata 4ml into portal
vein. 3 weeks after operation, it was showed that the portal vein pressure was still in high level; typical liver
cirrhosis change was observed in the areas of embolism by Bletilla striata in micm;copy;the embolised pe-
ripheral blood vessels occupied about 20% of total peripheral blood vessels of the liver in vascular casting.
Conclusion ; The method described above showed that it is easy to operate, ideal, reproducible; the price of
Bletilla striata is cheap. The method is also reliable and better than others, it has wide useful value.
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